
Minutes from April 10, 2017 Economic Development Committee 
 
The April 10, 2017 Economic Development Committee  was held at the Berkeley Township 
Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald-Keswick Road, Bayville, New Jersey and called to 
order by Chairman, Vito Esposito at 7:00  p.m., followed by the salute to the flag.  Gail Hickey 
took the roll call.   
 
Present:  Chairman, Vito Esposito, Sam Cammarato, Debra Fleming, Jason Mroczka, John 
MacMoyle, Corey Szatkiewicz and Gail Hickey as Recording Secretary (in Rosalee Di Pietro’s  
Absence).     
 
Absent:  Liaison Councilman John Bacchione. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:  January 21, 2016.  
Motion by Mr. Corey Szatkiweicz, Seconded by Mr. John Macmoyle to approve minutes.  All in 
favor, motion carried.     
 
CORRESPONDENCE:   Incoming 
 
Email from Mr. John Crisafulli, Kearny Savings Bank. Chairman Esposito will forward to all 
Members. Re: Fundraiser Christmas Concert at St. Barnabas with Micheal Costaldo.  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Outgoing 
 
None 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Sam Cammarato, Chairman Esposito, and Debra Fleming attended the Central Ocean County 
Business Association (COBA) meeting, on March 28, 2017 at Nova Care. They said there was a 
very good turnout with approximately 75 people attending. COBA is associated with the Rotary 
and Kiwanis. This association is for businesses along the Route 9 corridor, beginning in South 
Toms River, running through Beachwood, Pine Beach, Ocean Gate, and Bayville. Ms. Fleming 
felt COBA is a valuable opportunity for businesses to promote themselves, as well as meet with 
other people in the business community to support each other and further their goals.  
 
Mr. Cammarato spoke about instead of charging businesses a mercantile fee; they could ask 
businesses to voluntarily register with the town to help promote them. Again, this included 
adding these businesses to the township website without charge. There could be a blurb that 
those listed were not “endorsed by the township,” but local businesses available in the 
community. Besides listing local businesses on the Berkeley Township website, there was a 
discussion on hosting a “Home Show.”  One was recently held at the Poland Spring Arena, in 
Toms River. The idea being that the more businesses in town, the less tax burden on 
homeowners.   
 
 
 
 



There was discussion on ways to encourage new businesses to come into Berkeley Township, as 
well as emphasizing ways to keep established ones here. Discussion turned to encouraging local 
businesses to set up booths at the Berkeley Community Pride Day on September 9, 2017. If this 
works out well, then doing a Home Show for local businesses could be considered at Veteran’s 
Park in the spring. 
 
Mr. Esposito talked about the stores that are closing down due to on-line shopping. He said that 
larger stores are downsizing to smaller stores with samples of what they carry. You can go in and 
view the products and have it shipped the same day. He discussed the possibility to approach 
these stores and tell them what properties are available in Berkeley Township. Also, he 
mentioned putting a playhouse in the town, which would be good for businesses.  
 
It was also discussed for a way to encourage businesses to fill vacant spaces available in town. As 
an example, offering tax breaks to landlords that are offering reduced rentals to new businesses. 
It was also discussed how some of these ideas were variations of past ideas presented, but 
generally it was felt that they could be revised and presented with a better outcome. 
 
Three ideas summed up to present to the Mayor: 
 
1) Encourage business participation in Berkeley Township Pride Day; 2) Look into the possibility 
of businesses registering without any fee and providing space on the Township website without 
any charge;  3) Investigate offering tax advantages for local businesses. 
 
 
Open Meeting to the Public:  None. 

 
Upcoming Meeting:  May 8, 2017 at 7:00pm. 

 
Motion by Jason Mroczka, seconded by Corey Szatkiewicz to Adjourn Meeting. Motion carried, 
meeting adjourned.    

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gail Hickey 
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